LETTERS FROM VIETNAM, by Gerald F. Merna
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(Pictures by G. F. Merna)
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Sister Students Share Letters
From Soldiers in Viet Nam

“This is more like Christmas
should be, no tinsel, phoniness
or commercialism -- justthepure
giving of self. The loneliness of
the first Christmas will be dupli-
cated here,”

Wwith these words the Rev, H.T.

Lavin, Chap ain of the 3rd M'
rine Dlvision described Christ-

By Sister M. Giovanni, 8.C.C, L/

Lieutenant Jerry Merna ex-

EI‘ESS& Iiﬁiiseﬂ ) SE[ET Fran-
cine, A WBE: our EI’D-

found concern for those of us who

are here is truly heart warming, It

15 just such faith and gratitude so

freely and sincerely expressed that
makes us feel that what we are

doing is all so worthwhile and

mas in Viet Nam in his letter to
Sister Marilita, S.C,C, and Sister
M, Jean, 8.C.C,, who directed the
“1 etters to Viet Nam?** Christmas
project,

Father Lavin told how he dis-
tribu e letters sent by Maril-
Iac College students tothe men who

“affended a Memorial Mass for
16 Marines killed shortly before
— Christmas,

Letters of the soldiers in reply
varied in tone and technique but
not in effect. Ringing from an un-
certain “I really don’t know what
to say because I never wrote to a
Sister before,’”” to a friendly *I
hope you’ll be pleased to hear
from a lonesome ‘Jughead.’”
all the renlies were appreciative,

necessary,”’

Most of the soldiers contrasted

the Sisters’ concern with that of
other United States’ groups. Re=-
ferring to scollege students at
Berkeley, California, Lieutenant
C, L, Pedersen told Sister M, Lu-
anne, S.C.C., ‘At times we wish
that they would come over here
and take our place so we can go
back there and see what they gotto
complain about,” LT MEANI
“We hear and read so often of

the  dissident elements back
ome, observed  Lieutenant

Merna, ““but letters such as yours

reduce their impact a hundredfold,

It is your concern and the faith of
so many like you, that is of conse-
quence to me and my fellow

You have indeed
ere are people

Marines here,
made 1t clear
Wwho care.”
Despite the fact that these Ma-
rines and their comrades are un-
dergoing suffering, fear and danger
of all types, their sense of humor
has not- totally disappeared, To
Sister Marilita, S.C.C,, Corporal
R. W. Moore explained his situa-
tion this way: *Yep, I'm afraid...
I.am a marine -- those individuals
who smell, swear, smoke, drink

1nWhg_pre elam,

I'm afraid, _doing a little of the

{first, some of the second, a Iot
of the third not 50 much ol the

murth and a tmck of a lot of the
last,”

These letters give glimpses of

e inside storv of a war, *“But
it’s all worth it,"” eachone echoes,
PFC Daniel G, Torospoke for many
when he wrote to Sister Quinn,
R. H S J.: ‘1 do il over and over

be able to say, ‘One nation, under
God, with 1iberty and JI.ISHI.’:E for
all 7Y =~ 5

(Note: Pictures below (taken by Jerry Merna) include three of those mentioned above: Rev. H. T. Lavin,
Chaplain, 3d Marine Division, 1stLt Jerry Merna, and 1stLt Carl L. Pedersen, Counter-Intelligence Officer)



Taking a break in our “luxurious” Officers Club at Hue, Vietnam, Navy (Catholic)
Chaplains (“Double for Hubbell”--his favorite jest) and Chaplain (Commander, USN)
H.T. Lavin offer a “toast.”

Chaplain (Commander) US Navy Hubbell and 1stLt G. F. Merna at PhuBai,
Vietham 1967) (picture by GF Merna)



19 March 1967, PhuBai, Vietnam: Chaplain (Father) H.T. Lavin, Chaplain,
3'! Marine Division, saying Mass on Palm Sunday
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19 March 1967, PhuBai, Vietnam: Father H.T. Lavin, 3" Marine Division Chaplain, distributes Holy
Communion at Mass for 3d Marine Division Marines



Dec. 1966-PuBai, Vietnam: 1stLt C. L. Pedersen, Counter-Intelligence, conducts
inspection at Viethamese Hamlet with 3dMarDiv CAC Unit Patrol.
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Dec. 1966, PhuBai, Vietnam: Village Combined Action Company (CAC) Unit under

Lt. Petersen with Vietnamese interpreter!

! According to British counterinsurgency expert Sir Robert Thompson, the Marines understood the duality of combat and protecting the
civil population best. "Of all the United States forces [in Vietnam] the Marine Corps alone made a serious attempt to achieve permanent
and lasting results in their tactical area of responsibility by seeking to protect the rural population.” Source:
(https://sites.google.com/site/flynnbook/cac-history)
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Dong Ha RVN, Sep. 1966: Air Terminal - 2dLts Joe Manz & Jerry Merna
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Vietnam 1967: 1stLt Gerald F. Merna with captured Chinese M1947 Nagant .62mm Carbine and bayonet.
(Note: Lt. Merna brought this weapon home with him and still has it in his possession).



