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LETTERS FROM VIETNAM, by Gerald F. Merna                                                                                                                                                
(Pictures by G. F. Merna) 

 

 

 

(Note:  Pictures below (taken by Jerry Merna) include three of those mentioned above: Rev. H. T. Lavin,     
Chaplain, 3d Marine Division, 1stLt Jerry Merna, and 1stLt Carl L. Pedersen, Counter-Intelligence Officer) 
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Taking a break in our “luxurious” Officers Club at Hue, Vietnam, Navy (Catholic)                                                        

Chaplains (“Double for Hubbell”--his favorite jest) and Chaplain (Commander, USN)                                                                
H.T. Lavin offer a “toast.” 

 

                                                                                   
Chaplain (Commander) US Navy Hubbell and 1stLt G. F. Merna at PhuBai,                                                                               

Vietnam 1967) (picture by GF Merna) 
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19 March 1967, PhuBai, Vietnam: Chaplain (Father) H.T. Lavin, Chaplain,                                                                                     

3rd Marine Division, saying Mass on Palm Sunday 

 

 

 

 

19 March 1967, PhuBai, Vietnam: Father H.T. Lavin, 3rd Marine Division Chaplain, distributes Holy           
Communion at Mass for 3d Marine Division Marines 
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Dec. 1966-PuBai, Vietnam: 1stLt C. L. Pedersen, Counter-Intelligence, conducts                                                                                  

inspection at Vietnamese Hamlet with 3dMarDiv CAC Unit Patrol. 
 

 lTl  1 ST L t 1         

 

Dec. 1966, PhuBai, Vietnam:  Village Combined Action Company (CAC) Unit under                                                                               
Lt. Petersen with Vietnamese interpreter1   

 

                                                           
1 According to British counterinsurgency expert Sir Robert Thompson, the Marines understood the duality of combat and protecting the 
civil population best.  "Of all the United States forces [in Vietnam] the Marine Corps alone made a serious attempt to achieve permanent 
and lasting results in their tactical area of responsibility by seeking to protect the rural population." Source: 
(https://sites.google.com/site/flynnbook/cac-history) 
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PhuBai, Vietnam, Dec. 1966: Capt. Kolb, 2dLts. McGaw, Joe Manz, Burke, Krieger in “O” Club 

                                                                                             
PhuBai, Vietnam, Dec. 1966: Center: Captain Kolb, 2dLts Merna and Manz, “O” Club 

 

Dong Ha RVN, Sep. 1966: Air Terminal - 2dLts Joe Manz & Jerry Merna 
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Apr. 8, 1967, Cocoa Island, Vietnam: Marine Lieutenants Jerry Merna, Sam Kerr and                                                         

“Tony” (can’t recall his last name) returning to PhuBai from Cocoa Island 

 

Vietnam 1967: 1stLt Gerald F. Merna with captured Chinese M1947 Nagant .62mm Carbine and bayonet.                                                                                                                                  
(Note: Lt. Merna brought this weapon home with him and still has it in his possession). 


